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29 PaSTA Workshop "Modern Plural Aspects of Modal Logics:
from a semantical point of view"

2:00-6:00
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""Characterizations of the elementary modally definable in Extended Modal logics"
(joint work with SATO Kentaro)
Dr. Tadeusz Litak (Postdoctoral Fellow, JAIST)
""Discrete frames as semantics for modal and hybrid logic*
(joint work with Balder ten Cate)
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""Characterizations of the elementary modally definable in Extended Modal logics™

(joint work with SATO Kentaro)
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"Discrete frames as semantics for modal and hybrid logic™

Tadeusz Litak
(joint work with Balder ten Cate)

Discrete frames form a special class of general frames (i.e. relational structures with a

-3-

distinguished family of admissible sets). The additional requirement is that all singletons are
admissible. Discrete semantics generalizes broadly the Kripke semantics (and far more general
completeness results are available), but it is still reasonably well-behaved and easier to deal with
than the class of all general frames (it also means that incompleteness is not so uncommon, though).
In fact, in our opinion it is the most satisfying generalization of Kripke semantics. We will show, e.qg.,
that a modal logic has a conservative hybrid extension iff it is complete with respect to discrete
frames. We also prove a variant of the Goldblatt-Thomason Theorem for discrete frames. It seems
even more natural than its original form for Kripke frames.
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30 PaSTA

1:00-4:00

Professor John McDowell (University of Pittsburgh)
""Conceptual Capacities in Perception®
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32 PaSTA

2:00-5:00

Mr. Bruce Jennings (The Hastings Center, New York)
“Critical Terms in Public Health Ethics:
Public Health, the Common Good, and Civic Virtue”

In order to reduce disease and promote health, public health must be an agent of
change—behavioral change among individuals and institutional change in societies. EXxisting
patterns of behavior and institutions are embedded in structures of power and in discourses of
legitimation. The requirements of normative justification are quite demanding in the arena of public
health because changes of the magnitude required usually involve some form of state action—the
creation of legal sanctions and enforcement, the creation of administrative structures, the investment
and allocation of resources, and the mobilization of popular support.

During the life-time of modern public health in the industrialized west (roughly the past two
centuries), the predominant framework of normative justification for state action has been provided
by the tradition of philosophical liberalism. Within that broad stream there are several tributaries that
have provided guidance and support to public health efforts. These include a form of natural rights
contractarianism, utilitarianism, economic and civil libertarianism, and welfarist liberalism. Most
recently one must add the international human rights framework, which, while certainly global in
scope and meaning today, can be said to have its roots and inspiration in the liberal traditions of the
political cultures of Western Europe and the North Atlantic. It is not surprising then that public
health ethics should be framed largely in liberal terms.

The language of policy justification that liberalism offers public health is primarily a language
of rights, liberties, obligations, and autonomy, on the contractarian and libertarian side; and a
language of interests, utilities, preferences, and beneficence, on the utilitarian or welfarist side.
Liberty limiting state actions are subject to a calculus of risk-benefit ratios, means-end rationality,
and the balancing of individual rights of self-determination versus obligations of self-restraint. The
autonomy and respect due to adult individuals is pitted against the prevention of harm to self and
others and the maximization of net benefit across a population. These are not unimportant questions
and the stakes of dealing with them intelligently, humanely, and prudently are high in terms of
human freedom, security, and suffering.

Nonetheless, something important about public health and public health ethics is missing here.
In this seminar | propose to explore the way public health ethics and practice are situated within the
liberal tradition, and the limitations or blind spots that imposes on public health’s moral discourse.
The liberal framing of public health ethics, | argue, is useful up to a point, but ultimately too narrow
to provide normative justification for—or adequate moral insight about—the kinds of social change
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public health must strive to bring about if it is to meet the ethical challenges posed by its mission in
the area of health promotion and disease prevention.

The seminar will pose three topics for in-depth discussion: (1) Why does public health ethics need to
go beyond liberalism and to incorporate some basic concepts historically associated with “civic
republicanism”? (2) How should the concept of civic virtue figure in public health ethics, and how should
it be understood? And (3) what concepts of the “public” or the “common good” are available to public
health ethics from the civic republican tradition, and which of them are most serviceable for public health
ethics today?
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