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‘Creativity, Technology and Self-awakening toward the Other’
Dr. Gerald Cipriani

One of the most curious cultural mutations that technology has induced in the Western world
relates to perception. Using satellites, the internet, and word processors has certainly enabled us to
grasp configurations at an unprecedented speed, but at the same time it has unearthed the substance of
the message to be perceived. From this ensue profound ethical alterations in the way one relates to the
other. There is less and less place to take for what is shared between the messenger and the receiver. To
put it differently and as many so-called postmodern theorists would have it, the causality
characterising such a relationship with its corresponding spatio-temporality has been short-circuited.
Indeed, remaining attentive to a community’s self-expression, to what is represented, or to the person
speaking has become increasingly difficult, if not anachronistic. The systematisation and
sophistication of the order of techne, regardless to its causes and motivations, have intensified the
phenomena of differing repetitions, begetting thus modes of perception that confine cultural
configurations to what might be called a careless formalism of the here and now. The formal
reiterations of the Eiffel Tower in Las Vegas, that of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony for an
advertisement, or of celebrities across media, are all contributing to the virtualisation of the world that
henceforth becomes groundless and a-historical.

This paper will therefore attempt to work out whether the ethical conditions brought by
technology are nowadays inexorably leading the individual to self-centered perceptual passivity, or
whether creative self-awakening toward the other remains a concrete possibility -- a notion that runs
through the works of French Christian Socratic philosopher Gabriel Marcel in the name of ‘creative
fidelity’ (fidélité créatrice), and of Nishida Kitaré and his idea of *self-awakening’ ( ).
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(Clifton, R. and Halvorson, H. (2002),
‘No place for particles in relativistic quantum theories?’, Philosophy of Science, 69: 1-28  Theorem 3)
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