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Seals in Hieroglyphic Luwian
Natalia Bolatti-Guzzo

Istituto Universitario Suor Orsola Benincasa - Napoli

The Hieroglyphic writing system was used in Anatolia from the first half of the
second millennium B.C. (i.e., XVI/XVI century B.C.) to the first half of the first
millennium B.C. (i.e., VIII century B.C.). At the beginning, Hieroglyphs were used on
seals and for a long time, at least for three centuries, they were recorded only on seals.
The nature and purposes of glyptics seem to have strongly conditioned the initial
developments and the structure of the Hieroglyphic script itself, which never later lost

its essential character of visible code of communication.
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1. Pre-writing experiences

During the XVIII and XVII centuries B.C. different sets of symbols were used
on seals at various Anatolian centers. These symbols were pressed on vases or on clay
lumps attached to various kinds of containers, thus serving as marks in connection with
local administrative procedures. Some of these symbolic systems such as that attested
at Karahdyiik near Konya (south-western Anatolia) may be regarded as a sort of

proto-signaries.

2. First attestations of the Hieroglyphic writing

The appearance of the hieroglyphic writing seems to be strictly connected to
the gradual process of political unification of central Anatolia which led to the
formation of the Old Hittite Kingdom (XVII-XVI centuries B.C.). Hieroglyphs were
used on seals to write the names and the titles of state officials and functionaries. The
writing system is mixed logo-syllabic. Especially developed was the group of
ideograrﬁs denoting titles. But, in general, the signary was not yet stabilized as to its

values; therefore we are unable to read the majority of these ancient signs.

3. Hieroglyphic writing and royal power

The subsequent developments of the hieroglyphic writing system have a
'political background. From XVI to XIII century B.C. the Hittite kings used inscribed
seals to seal their official documents. Most of these seals are digraphic (i.e., they
contain legends both in cuneiform and in hieroglyphic script.). Since hieroglyphs had
a highly pictorial character, and the interchangeability between written and visual codes
was always possible, the hieroglyphic legends containing names and titles of kings and
queens often present complex compositional schemes, which could vary from one reign
to another.

Propagandistic effects are achieved in different ways such as the following:

a) The enclosure of the hieroglyphic signs within a particular frame (cf. the
so-called aedicula-seals)

b) The introduction of iconographical representations accompanying/including the
hieroglyphic signs

¢) The choice of special signs for writing names

d) The introduction of further titles or epithets.
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4. Seals of officials, princes and vassal kings

The seals of officials and dignitaries of the Hittite empire reflect some features
of the royal glyptics, although in a more ‘modest’ way. A general principle of
symmetry governs the organization of the central field. Sometimes a figure appears on
the center, representing the owner of the seal. The owners of these seals are dignitaries,

officials, nobles and even women (princesses or noble women).

5. Hieroglyphic seals and monumental inscriptions .
During the thirteenth century B.C. Hieroglyphic rock- and monumental
inscriptions began to be attested in the following manner.
a) Rock inscriptions reflect inscriptions on seals (figure followed by name-+ttitle(s)).
b) Short monumental inscriptions: celebrative (names + titles + genealogy of the
king) | |
¢) Long monumental inscriptions: narrative (on different lines, clearly written in

Luwian) (late XIII century B.C.)
6. Hieroglyphic Luwian seals in the first millennium
Personal seals or magical inscribed stones/amulets. Signs are stylized. The seal
inscriptions sometimes reflect the linear Luwian inscriptions on stone.
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